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I

want to start by thanking you, the parents and guardians of Archbishop McHale

College. Thank you for the ongoing support you have extended since our return to
school in August. I am especially grateful for everything you are doing to support your
child’s wellbeing. Our students’ physical and mental wellbeing is, and always has
been, a priority for us. The school has received several messages of support from
parents and guardians over the past number of weeks, thanking the management and
staff of our school for our continued effort in ensuring that our school a safe place for
all members of our school community. These messages are greatly appreciated. I
would also like to thank our students for their cooperation and adherence to the new
safety measures put in place to manage our campus. We are proud of how well you
have adapted and are amazed by how well you are dealing with all the changes the
pandemic has brought about. Finally, I would like to thank all our staff who have
continued to work exceptionally diligently to ensure our school is a welcoming, safe
and productive environment in these unprecedented times. All staff of Archbishop
McHale College are committed to ensuring your son or daughter excel in his/her
individual educational journey, as well as in supporting his/her wellbeing.
To the Junior Cycle and Leaving Certificate classes of 2020, you did it. You have
proved that, with the support and love of those around you, you can get through
anything. You will move forward despite having faced so many obstacles. This year
has taught us all, to be strong and resilient and these are skills that you will carry with
you far into the future. No one can tell you “it can’t be done” because you have
already done it. The exceptional Leaving Certificate results you achieved, the life-long
friends you made and the fondness with which all at AMC will remember you with is a
testament to the wonderful people you are. Congratulations.
I am very mindful that these continue to be unsettling and difficulty times for our
students, parents, and staff. However, with the cohesive, assuring, caring and
supportive community that exist in our school, we have demonstrated just how much
we can achieve over the short period of time since our return to school in August. We
should continue to draw strength from this in our progression on our journey to
educational excellence.
Please do remember to contact us if you need any support. In the meantime, I send
my very best wishes to you and your families for a safe, happy and restful midterm
break.

John David Kearney, Principal
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Admissions Open
In line with previous years, we expect to be oversubscribed for
the 2021 academic year. We would encourage you to return
your completed application form as soon as possible to ensure
your son/daughter can undertake their secondary school
journey in Archbishop McHale College. All further enrolment
details including application forms and closing dates are
available from our school website
www.archbishopmchalecollege.ie

We are delighted to announce we have
received our first green flag. Thank you
to all our Green Schools Committee who
have worked tirelessly to ensure we are
continuously improving the environment
and community we work in.

WE MUST BECOME THE CHANGE WE WANT TO SEE
Thank you to all the students who stood for election in the recent AMC
student council vote. Arielle Upton, Ronan Carney, Aoibhe Scarry, Jack
Stankard, Oisin Moran, Iarlaith Dempsey, Alfie Anderson, Ryan O Connor,
Ben Stacy, Kira Milmoe and Dylan Farrell have been elected to represent the
views of all pupils and improve student life in our school.
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All students are required to
be in full school uniform
every day. Students who
have purchased the official
school P.E. uniform can wear
this on the day they are
timetabled to have P.E.ONLY.
If a student does not have
the official P.E. uniform,
he/she must wear his/her
full school uniform coming to
school. The official P.E.
uniform is available to
purchase from The School
Wear Centre, Tuam.
As we move into the Winter
months, students are
permitted to wear a coat in
class this year. The school
uniform must be visible
under the students coat.
Students are not permitted
to wear a jumper or hoodie
as their coat. We also
encourage students to
purchase a hat and gloves for
the coming months

DEANS LIST
Encouraging ambition and excellence.
This award recognises the talents of our high achieving
students. It raises the bar for their peers and
encourages our students to be ambitious. It is
awarded to students who achieve a 70%+ average in
their house exams. Students who are successful are
invited to an official ceremony where their hard work
and outstanding accomplishments are celebrated. This
award is a huge confidence boost and a spur to
continuing achievement for all students.

DRUID THEATRE
THANK YOU TO @DRUIDTHEATHRE FOR
PERFORMING “ON THE OUTSIDE” FOR
OUR TY STUDENTS

PARENT TEACHER MEETINGS
Unfortunately, in the current climate we
will be unable to hold our PT Meetings in
the traditional way. We are currently
devising a system that will enable us to
communicate effectively with you. If you
have any suggestions please share them
with us.
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Our students took part in the annual
Maths Week 2020 festival that ran from
the 10th to 18th October. They engaged in
a selection of activities such as Maths
Eyes, Maths TV, maths problem solving
activities, maths competitions and some
fun bingo during the week to celebrate
Maths Week 2020.
Congratulations to Brochan McGovern
who was the winner of the problemsolving competition. Well done!

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our students and parents for the
tremendous work you have done since our return to school in August. The behaviour and
work ethic of our students has been exceptional. We are very lucky here in Archbishop
McHale College to have a fantastic group of students who, each day, continue to work
with their teachers while at the same time making sure that the entire school population
remains safe and well. To date, we have not had a positive case of COVID 19 in our school.
We hope, with your support, to continue this way.

Tuesday 10 November 2020
AMC students are being given the opportunity to take Irish out of the
classroom. The aim of the challenge is to encourage our students to
try speak Irish non stop for one whole day: 24 hours, at home, at
school, in shops and businesses, around the town, in sports clubs and
with friends! The theme for this year is Folláine (Wellbeing).
Registration pack is available from Ms. Higgins and Ms. McGrath.
Prizes to be won for the students who make the greatest effort.
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Throughout November some of our First-Year students are taking
on a reading challenge… and it’s all for an incredible cause. They
are reading as many books as possible to raise funds for people
living with MS and their families.
Now, more than ever the MS community need services and
support. Funds raised by readers like us around the country
directly support vital services. Services such as the MS Ireland
Information Line, one-to-one support for those newly diagnosed,
physiotherapy and exercise classes to help people with MS remain
independent as well as respite care.
Thank you for supporting our MS Readathon adventure by visiting:
https://www.msreadathon.ie/fundraisers/msflahertysavidreaders

LEAVING CERT BIOLOGY FIELD STUDY
On the 1st October, the Leaving Cert Biology students travelled to
Dromore Woods Nature Reserve as part of an Ecology field trip.
Here, they were able to gain a more in-depth view of the woodland
ecosystem and identify a variety of flora and fauna. They carried
out qualitative and quantitative surveys of the organisms and
studied the factors that affect their distribution in the area.
Students enhanced their communication and teamwork skills while
also consolidating their knowledge of the ecology. The students
really enjoyed the fieldwork experience which is a vital part of the
Biology Leaving Certificate curriculum.

Once again we would ask for the support of everyone in remembering the important points:
•
•
•
•
•

Courtesy is always expected: Please & Thank You
Please be on time for school and class every day.
Full uniform & mask each day: neat & tidy. Students in incorrect uniform may be refused entry to class
until correct uniform is brought in to school.
Absolutely no facial piercings, even under a mask—students will not be permitted to class.
Please turn off mobile phones and store in school bag or lockers. The use of mobile phones is not
permitted on school grounds.

