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W

e have returned to a very different school life this year. But

despite all the changes and upheaval, our students have dealt with all the
adjustments that this academic year has presented to them with relative
ease. We are very proud of the resilience that they have shown.
Our students have participated in many great activities since the
beginning of the year. We hope you enjoy taking the time out of your
busy schedules to read about the wonderful curricular and extracurricular
activities that are taking place in our school on a daily basis. These are an
integral part of our school life, which we believe add to your
son/daughter’s educational journey. I hope you enjoy the November
edition of our school newsletter, and that it gives you an overview and
insight into some of the achievements and activities that have taken place
in our school since our return from mid-term break in October.
We are very grateful to our staff and students whose hard work,
commitment and generosity of spirit, make Archbishop McHale College
the happy and vibrant school community we all enjoy. Archbishop
McHale College continues to flourish because of our dedicated staff, the
support of parents and guardians, and of course, the students. The spirit of
cooperation in our school undoubtedly serves to make excellence a habit
at Archbishop McHale College.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our new staff and students,
in particular our First Year students and the new students who have joined
other year groups. You have all made valuable contributions to our school
community since September and we are very lucky to have you. We look
forward to welcoming our first-year class of 2021 in August of 2021. This
will be our largest intake of first year students in several years.

I wish you all, good health and happiness for the remainder of the current
academic term and best wishes for Christmas season and New Year!

John David Kearney, Principal
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Science Week 2020 took place from the 9th –
13th November. The core theme was ‘Choosing
Our Future’. Our students explored how science
can improve their lives in the future, and of
course also in the present. They explored how
science can help them make positive choices that
will impact the environment, their health and
their quality of life. Students engaged in
activities such as a science quiz, virtual science
escape rooms, a tower building challenge, egg
parachuting, exploring the breathing system and
some activities in our polytunnel. A great week
was had by all of our students.

PLÉIGH AGUS TAE
Beidh daltaí na séu bliana ag teacht
le chéile chuile Céadaoin aga am
loin le haghaidh ‘Pléigh agus Tae’.
Tabharfaidh an togra seo deis do
na daltaí Gaeilge a labhairt agus a
chloisteáil go neamhfhoirmiúil.
Agus, ar ndóigh, beidh cupán tae te
agus briosca blasta ina mbolg acu
fresin! Deas ar na leathanta fuara!

German Debating
Our German Debate team took on Athlone’s Cholaiste Chiarain on
Thursday, November 26th. The team and their classmates put a huge
effort into preparing the topic “Sosllte as pro Woche einen Tag
Unterricht am Computer geben?”. They gave a fantastic performance on
the day. Well done to all involved!
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College Awareness Week
allows students to become
more college aware with
organised events and
activities. At Archbishop
McHale College, we offer a
variety of events during this
week for our students to
engage in. We have a College
Awareness wall displaying
career opportunities from
curriculum subjects. We are
participating in a virtual talk
with GMIT Schools Liaison
Office. We are hosting our
annual College Information
evening for our Leaving
Certificate students and their
parents to inform them on the
application process for third
level and further education
courses as well as the HEAR,
DARE and SUSI schemes.

DEANS LIST
Encouraging ambition and excellence.
This award recognises the talents of our high achieving
students. It raises the bar for their peers and
encourages our students to be ambitious. It is
awarded to students who achieve a 70%+ average in
their house exams. Students who are successful are
invited to an official ceremony where their hard work
and outstanding accomplishments are celebrated. This
award is a huge confidence boost and a spur to
continuing achievement for all students.

Diversity in Action
SHARE OUR SIMILARITIES, CELEBRATE
OUR DIFFERENCES
THANK YOU TO ALL OUR FISRT YEAR
STUDENTS FOR THIS LOVELY NEW
DISPLAY.

National Educational Achievement Award
Congratulations to Joe Sweeney, 5th year and
Karl Ward, LCA who were both presented with
The Exchange House Ireland Award in
recognition of the hard work and commitment
shown by these students in reaching their
educational goals.
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Career Guidance and Counselling
Website
At Archbishop McHale College, we have been busy
liaising with the Careers Portal Team to produce our
very own Career Guidance and Counselling
website! It offers our school community a great
opportunity to obtain the most recent career news,
avail of career events nationwide as well as some
very useful academic articles and documents for our
students and their families. You can visit our
website through the main Archbishop McHale
College website. Select Guidance Counselling
under the heading curriculum.
College

Thank you to Pieta House for
recognising the efforts of our
school Wellbeing Team for all the
great work and activities they
organise which helps create a
healthy, inclusive environment. This
promotes and supports the mental
wellbeing of all our students.

Our Green Schools Committee, Student Council, TY, LCA and 5th
year students took part in Team Building Days this term. During
these sessions students were motivated to work together for a
common purpose, to develop their strengths and to work on any
weaknesses. Students developed excellent collaboration skills
during the activities. Thank you to Petersburg Outdoor Education
Centre for facilitating these sessions.
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES

The list of extra-curricular activities available to
students in Archbishop McHale College is endless. We
have something to satisfy everybody’s taste. In the new
year, our hope is to once again give all our students the
opportunity to learn a new skill or further develop an
existing one. Thank you to all the staff of our school
who volunteer their time and energy to ensure our
students enjoy a holistic educational journey.

CHRISTMAS
ASSESMENTS
Students will begin their
Christmas Assesments on
Wednesday, December 16th.
All students have been given
their examination
timetables. These are also
available to view along, with
weekly student study plans,
on Microsoft Office Teams.

Key Dates for December 2020
•
•
•
•
•
•

8th December 2020: Christmas Crepes & Waffles
10th December 2020: TY Tuck Shop Take Over
16th December 2020: Christmas Assessments
21st & 22nd December 2020: Positive Behaviour Rewards Activities
22nd December 2020: School closes for Christmas holidays
23rd December 2020: Christmas Reports available to be viewed on VSWare

